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Cetiingbatiniandlbolhlndationhie

Over recent weeks, tamariki in the Pikopiko ruma (Infants and Todd/ers
room) have been Se”ling back info the familiatity and comfortability of
Country Kids! [t is always hatrd coming back from a wonderful summer holiday

with family, but hcving predictable rouvtines, caring and engcging kaiako and
fun |earning opportunities, makes this transition much smoother.

We are seeing ’rrusfing relationships develop with our new kaiako, Etica, as
children seek her out for comfort, share play experiences, and invife her into
their learning. Peer connections are also 51‘reng1‘hening, with tamariki
engaging in parallel play, sharing resources, and building eatly social skills.
We [ook forward fto our Whahav Morning at the end of March as an
opportunity tfo further strengthen relafionships befween tamariki, whanav,
and kaiako.




N9a whetq
Settling, belonging, and Groving Friendships

Over the past few weeks, our tamariki have been setftling confidently back into the
thythm of outr days. Familiar ritvals and routines areSupporﬁng our children to feel
secure and fo undersfand what comes next. These predictable experiences are
strengthening their sense of belonging within our Jearning community.

We are noficing friendships con’rinuing tfo blossom as children seek one another out
for play, work olongside each other in parallel and cooperative experiences, and
begin to use more Iangucge fo express their ideas and needs. Tamariki are Iearning
to take furns, share resouvrces, and include others in their play.

Children are also becoming mote awate of group expectations. With genﬂe
reminders, they are practising “genfle handsﬂ’using kind words, and beginning to
follow simple rules that help keep everyone safe.

It is wonderfu| to see the confidence and connection our tamariki are building as
they settle, sfreng’rhen relationships, and embrace their place in our centre

whanav.




Over the past few weeks, our Just 4 [ids room have been exploring the
playful world of Dr. Seuss, disaovering the joy of rhythm, rhyme, and silly
sound combinations. Thrm;gh Shared stories, word play, and grovp discussions,
tamariki have been exPerimenfing with creafing their own rhymineg words,
noficing patterns in Iongvage, and developing early phonologicol awareness
skills.

We've heard [ots of giggles as children invent nonsense rhymes, clap out
Syllables, and confident|y join in with repetitive phrases. These experiences
are sfrengfhening early literacy foundations while -Fosfering creativity and
confidence with lcmguage.

Because rhyming and word play offen happen in the moment — throveh
conversation, lavghter, and spontaneous storytelling — it can be fricky to
capture in phofographs. So instead, you’|| see photos of tamariki 10vin8 life at
Country Kids, enjoying friendships, outdoor adventures, and the joy of

learning Togefher.
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